WKU Staff Council Minutes—October 2010
Cassandra
Bailey
√
Janet Hall √

Tammi Beach
√
Wanda
Johnson √
Casey Scruggs
Mandy
√
Skinner √
√‐‐Attended meeting

Adrianne
Browning √
James Kennedy
√
Retha Spinks √

Diane Carver √

April Gaskey √

Jessica Gibbs √

Paula Mattison
√
Colby
Westerfield √

Chester
McNulty √

Jennifer Ragan

Chair Diane Carver opened the meeting with a discussion of the Fall Break Brunch. We discussed various
member assignments and logistics. We plan to make a special effort this year to announce the names of
those who donated door prizes. We also planned to send out a reminder (staff all) the Friday before the
brunch.
We received a letter from the President requesting that the Council appoint a DFM rep to the Benefits
Committee. Chester explained that no one currently on the committee will be reappointed, but each
person will serve out their term. This will help stagger the number of new members at any time on the
committee. Since there will be only one opening, we nominated Retha Spinks as our representative.
We also had some recommendations for the DFM employee for further consideration.
This year’s Staff Leadership group has met, and several in the group have expressed some concerns to
Casey Scruggs. Moderators seemed ill‐prepared, and the ropes course was poorly supervised. Slight
injuries to Leadership members occurred. Diane and Casey have emailed Sharon Woodward about this
and Diane will try to gather more information.
We agreed to invite the Herald reporter to our November meeting. We will have two speakers—Jim
Sears from the WKU Store and Steve Garden from the Knicely Center.
Athletic Director Ross Bjork joined the meeting, and told us that he’s wanted to reach out to us since he
is also a WKU staff member. He congratulated us on the success of our Red & White Spirit Day. He feels
this event engages the community and helps the athletics program. He would like to plan more events
that engage the staff. Ross is convinced that athletics must be operated in a way that is consistent with
WKU’s mission. He also plans to have greater transparency and make academics a priority. He
reminded us that the Hilltoppers game on 10/16 will feature $1 hot dogs and drinks, in addition to a $6
ticket.
Janet Hall has been accepted as a member of the Diversity Committee. Richard Miller has requested
another member from the council to serve on a workgroup. Mandy Skinner volunteered for this
position. Janet explained that the Diversity Committee is charged with developing a new state policy for
WKU. The workgroups will meet with committee members to develop this plan. We also agreed to ask
Richard to speak at a future meeting.
Diane welcomed newly elected members Adrianne Browning (Prof Non‐Faculty) and Jessica Gibbs (Part
time). We now represent all categories of staff at WKU.

The council was contacted about the differences in condolence announcements that are sent out by
email. A staff member suggested that there be a uniform announcement instead. However, during
discussion we learned that the announcements are sent by department, and the format is up to the
person posting the information. We decided to post an announcement template on our website that
can be used by anyone at WKU.
Tammi Beach reported on the Sustainability Committee, of which she is a member. Since October is
Energy Awareness Month, they have scheduled a number of campus events, ranging from a Plarn
workshop (to reuse your plastic bags) and Dinner in the Dark at Fresh Foods. There will be an Apple
Festival on 10/22 which will feature Chaney’s ice cream’s signature Big Red Rumble. Please check the
sustainability website for more information.
Information about discounts for WKU employees through BB&T is available on our website.
Betsy Shoenfelt requested that we do our Staff Satisfaction survey in January to take advantage of the
help provided by student workers. Diane and Janet will meet with her next week to discuss any changes
to the survey.
Chester McNulty reported that the Smoking Committee is contacting building coordinators to direct
smokers to the designated areas of each building.
The meeting adjourned at 11:30am.

